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Preface

The transfer of juvenil e SacrebyliElephanttdarap) $hanoga P r a
District, Karnataka, toSri Dharbaraneswara Swamy Templghirunallar, Karaikal District,
Pondicherry, happened in Feb. 2011.

Trander, in principal, should only happen when wildlife isloeated to superior facilities or to a

more natural and protected environment. In this case, the transfer was negative in all its

i mplications of affecting t hHiy somnal isotatiod and phy si
consistent stress.

The investigation highlights that the welfare standards for captive elephastsentifically laid
procedure for evaluating the ecology and management status of a captive elepteamit
matchingtheaur ent environment of Prakruthidés incarc

The young elephant had been habituated to natural forest and free ranging management of the
State Government owned and managed elephant camp in the idyllic setting of vast spaces,
backwaters of the River Tungapmpanion animals and related family members. Social and
kinship ties of elephants have been the subject of much research and study. The values of these
components for an el ephanThé slephamvbsftransferrecfmm not b
this environment to a situation which imposed social isolation in a-gdran environment and
performance of wmatural behaviours.

Additionall vy, a 1 5Ganesba rwaocsl dr encaeliev eedl e pnh afinetx ciih a 1
by the SacrebyluElephant Camp. The Thirunallar Temple had subjkthis young makhna to
management practiceghich was reported to bdepriving him of appropriate diet, exercise,

social interaction and freedo of movement, resulting in damage to his physical and
psychological healthThe ®nditions of this elephanteveal that the physical environment

provided to the animal is unnatural and a lot of improvements axleve in term of animal

welfare status

However, one need to consider tdvantage of the situation that telephantGaneshhas by
default, finally found a natural and beneficial environment for manifesting normal behaviour,
good healthand currently beingsubject to welfardriendly practces Sending him back to
Thirunallar Temple will certainly causesues related to his welfargiven the physical and
mental condition that he was in, when brought into SacueBlgphant Camp. Not bringing back
elephant PrakrutHrom the templemaycau® her suffering and hardship.
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Executive Summary

ElephantPrakruthj a seven year old female juvenile, was biorthe Sacrebylu Elephant Camp
was separated and exchanged for an adolescent makhna elephant Ganesth ofSri
Dharbaraneswara Swamy temfadeated in Thirunallar, Karaikal district of Pondicherrry

The living environment, physical and biological, experienced by elephants in taptiay
impose deficiencies or inequalities from those experienced by their wild counterparts. It is this
difference from the wild that has been used to astes welfare status @lephantkept in the
temple

The temple elephant was provided with a sivétl concrete substratelephant stood within the
temple premises in the morning and evening; floor was made of concrete, elephant partially
exposed to sunlight and area was cleaned when the elephant urinated/defecated in the temple.

Elephant given tapwater for consumption, through plastic pipe twice, during 7am to, 1pm
bathed twicepnce at 4a.m. and again at 4p.m. and Mean RatinB)kr water source was 1.1
showing a deviation of 88% from Expert RatingRIE

The elephant was reportedly walkeddg(morning and evening) for a distance ebkin, M-R
for opportunity to walk was 9.0 showing no deviation frorRBVI-R for distance covered while
walking was 1.0 with a deviation of 88% fromRE

The temple elephants was maintained in social isolaimh MR was 0.0 showing complete
(100%) deviation from ER.

In the temple, the elephant was chained by its hind leg to a, mihain on the foréeg had a
sharp pointed edge, facing the elephantds |
body.

Major activity of the elephant was blessing and collecting money from devotees from 7am to
1pm and from 5pm to 8pm as per observatiiime elephant was made to stand in the temple for

a total of 9hrs per day. Food provided during work was solely by thicpbiscuits, plantain,
banana, coconuts etc. andRAwas 2.3 showing a deviation of 71% frorRE

The elephant's foot pads were partially rough on hind legs and smoother in case of forelegs; toe
nail cracks, overgrown nail were presedéworming andody measurements were reportedly
done and veterinary doctors (two in number) were availabl® Was 7.1 with a deviation of

12% from ER.

Overall rating for welfare status considering all observed parameters together was 2.6 showing a
deviation of 68% fom ER. Twenty two parameters showed deviation of 50% or more from
norms prescribed by experts. Among these parameters, complete absence of suitable features
(100% deviation) was observed for social interaction, food provisioning type, floor type and
oppatunity to rangdtree.



Recommendations

Since éephant Prakurti (renamed Praneshvari at the temple) was born in captivity to a forest
camp elephant in Sacrelyit would be prudent to send her back to SacrtebidphantCamp as

the elephant can experience companionship of known and familiar animalsnatuial
environment. Providingan environment that promotes spegpscific behaviours in the
elephant that includes a natural physical environment, presence of elegmapanons,
opportunity to range free, absence of controlled expression-p&tumal behaviours, is integral

to the life and health of the animal.

The opinion of this survey jsnotwithstanding the extension of the Governmerder for
inexplicablereasons it is strongly recommerad that getting back Prakruthi from Thirunallar
Temple and retaining GaneshSacrebyluElephant Camp will be the appropriate action to take
and amends to make for these magnificent but helpless victims of human error.

Keeping in mind WLPA Section 42- Certificate of Ownership- ----- Provided that before
issuing certificate of ownership in respect of any captive animal, the CWLW shall ensure that the
applicant has adequate facilities férousing, upkeep and maintenance d¢fie animal. The

Chief Wildlife Warden of Karnataka can withhold the Ownership Certificate to the Thirunallar
Temple and reclaim Elephant Prakruthi on grounds of inappropriate management and housing
conditions.

The following aspects are not conducive étephant Prakruthi in the Thirunallar Temple:

1 Absence of a natural physical environment with sufficient space to traverse

1 Absence of elephant companions

1 Unsuitable watesource (through a hog®pe) which cannot be accessed by the elephant
when needed

1 Exposure to sunlight without any opportunity to reduce this expdsuheough change
of location or splashing of water or wallowing

9 Continuous and long hours of standing immobile in one place

1 Continuous and persistent prodding (by the handler) to perfbensame activity
(blessing public and accepting money)

1 The activity pattern observed within tkemple indicated intense human control, as only
two activite® 6 combi ned bl essing actiond and O6star

1 Exposure to unsuitable food sources (fraire public) and absence of foraging
opportunity

1 Exposure to wide variety of peopledangerous to both the elephant and the public (on
Saturdayst was saidhe crowd beameunmanageab)e

In view of the above mentioned conditions and details of every taspex f el ephant Pr
status at the temple outlined in this report, it is strongly recommendedatmaPrakruthi and

Ganeshbe retained at the Sacrebylu Elephant Cabmmging to close a controversial and
damaging chapter in the lives of both theiyg male and female elephants.



Introduction

Elephants, acquired through various sources, are maintained across temples in India under
varying captive conditions. This practice is ageé, a tradition that may not have created suitable
living conditions in the recent past for its elephants (Lair,71@bkula and Vardharajan, 1996).
Elephant Prakruthi, a seven year old female juvenile, wasibdhe Sacrebylu Elephant Camp

of a mother named Gangghe elephant fronSacrebyluForest Camp in Karnataka was shifted

to Sri Dharbaraneswara Swamy temigeated in Thirunallar, Karaikal district of Pondicherrry

in February 201{see appendix 1 for details appeared in print media)

The Order was effected as per the Govt. order No.FEE:249: FWL: 2010 dated 20.01.2011 and
Letter No. C1: CWL: GE3340: 201611 cated 25.01.2011 of the PCCF (WL), Bangaldriis
transfer was in direct contravention of the following directive and order that had been issued in
1999 and 2000 by CZA and the Government of Karnataka respectively, which reflected the
St at eds weslfdr eeprantio aaptietisee appendix Il for details)Letter No. 24
3/99CZA dated 28)7-1999 by Central Zoo Authority (CZAronstituted by the Central
Government, issued to the Principal Secretary, Forest Ecology and Environment, State of
Karnataka requesting to stop the transfer of elephants to temples in view of the poor track record
and on the groundhe elephants in tephes and private institutions are chained, underfed and
due care is not being takeBovernment Order vide Notification No G.O. No APJ223 / FWL /

99 dated 286-2000 from the State of Karnatakappendixll) banning the transfer of elephants

to religios institutions, individuals and other institutions within and outside the State of
Karnataka.This move from a forest based camp to a temple environment imposed a change of
living conditions for the elephant, its suitability needing a review (see app#htbr letter of

appeal from animal welfare NGO to the authorities to get back Elephant Prakruthi

ElephantPrakruthi was separated and exchanged for an adolescent makhna elephant named
Ganesh belonging to thesame temple and the temple hsubjectedthis young makhna to
different management practices, thereby depriving him of appropriate diet, exercise, social
interaction and freedom of movement, resulting in damage to his physical and psychological
health(see appendix IV for figures reflecting his health conditions)

Methods
Captive conditions experienced by the female elephant in the temple were observed and relevant
data collected to:

1 Assess the welfare status of the elephant in terms of prevailysicph biological and
psychological parameters

Comparison of living conditions between two management regimes

A study to assesshe welfare status of elephants maintained across management regimes
throughout Indiavas carried out. Among the regimes surveyed were forest camps and temples,
and following is the summarized information of existing conditions in both these regimes.



Forest camps

1 Forest was the shelter for 89% (n= 296) of elephants, withrérggingallowed for some
duration; 10% were kept in forest areas, but tied to trees and 1% were confined in
enclosures with vegetatigfigure 1a)

1 Rivers/streams were the water source for 62% (n= 335) elephants; ponds/lakes/tanks/tap
water was available for 8%

1 97%(n = 229) elephants were provided opportunity to walk

1 81% (n= 341) elephants were given opportunity to interact; Mean duration of interaction
was 13.5hrs (SE= 0.6, n= 278); Mean group size was 6 (SE= 0.4, n= 288)

1 88% (n= 268) elephants were chained ad ashllowed to rangfee; Mean chaining
duration was 11.0hrs (SE= 0.5, n=105)

1 13% (n= 273) exhibited stereotypic behaviour

1 59% (n= 305) elephants were used for work; Work type ranged across patrolling/ fodder
collection, tourist rides, as koonkie, for &k removal, timber related work, gathering
palm fruits

1 95% (n= 313) were provided foraging opportunity in the forest as well as given stall feed

1 14% (n=59) male elephants had sired offspring; Mean calf birth per female was 2 (SE=
0.3, n=80)

Temples

1 Fifty three percentage of elepha(ris 143) were kept in confined space and open with
no shelter, 34% in closed type shelters with roof; 81% (n= 145) elephants were exposed
to concrete/stone floorgFigure 1b)

1 Rivers/streams, along with other sources, firthe water source for 55% (n= 151)

1 74% (n =133) elephants were provided opportunity to walk

1 Of 129 elephants, 82% were allowed to interact; Mean duration was 5.4hrs (SE= 0.6, n=
93); Mean group size was 5 (SE= 1.0, n= 35)

1 Of 144 elephants, 6% were chained and also allowed to-feegeno freeranging for
the rest; Mean chaining duration was 17.5hrs (SE= 0.4, n=127)

1

62% (n= 66) exhibited stereotypic behaviour

2

Figurel: aSacrebylu Elephant Cangmvironment showig natural shade and floor.
b, Thirunallar temple environment with concrete floor and roofed shelter.



1 96% (n= 153) elephants were used for work; Work type involved standing in temple
premises/blessing public/performing temple relatedistu

Both stall feed and foraging opportunity was provided for only 5% (n= 149) elephants
Oestrus cycles were reported for 38% (n= 29) elephants ; 15% (n =16) were exposed to
males; 52% male elephants (n= 31) were reproductively active or experienced musth

= =

Overall captive conditions for elephants differ between the two regimes: forest camps and
temples.

Change of location

The elephant was shifted fro8acrebyluin the Western Ghat&arnataka to an eastern coastal
town experiencing tropical mari time cli mate.
of habitats can be noticed from their historical distribution ranging from TgrEhrates to
Yangtze (Sukumar, 2000). Thiepwever, does not implthat drastic and sudden movement
across several hundreds of kilometers is suitable for elephants.-WRiolleran et al., (2009)
reported the higher death rates among adult male and female translocated African elephants in
the wild.

While captive elephants do not have to depend completely on forage, the animal is forced to
experience sudden change in weather conditions with likely concurrent changes in daily

schedules and husbandry methods when moved to a distant locasiorebyic | i mat e b c |
to the Western Ghats, maximum summer temperatures vary betw&shC0maximum winter
temperatures between-25°C , average rainfald/l 180cm. Kar ai

rainfall of 120cms, mean annual temperature dC3@malldaily variation of temperature and
humid weather.

Assessing welfare status of the elephant through a rating system

The living environment, physical and biological, experienced by elephants in captivity may
impose deficiencies or inequalities from th@serienced by their wild counterparts. It is this
difference from the wild that has been used to assess the welfare status of captive elephants. A
range of captive features, both physical and biological, were observed and compared with those
observed forwild elephants. These features include the physical environment as well as the
social, reproductive and health aspects of the elephants. The benchmark was: the greater the
difference between captive and wild variables, the poorer the welfare of the captied. In

addition, veterinary care and health parameters were considered, as any captive situation cannot
do without these two important features. Observed parameters were rated according to their
suitability to elephants.

The rating method

A rating <ale from zero (unsuitable conditions) to ten (suitable conditions) was used to assess
the welfare status of captive elephants. Experts (both wild and captive elephant specialists,
wildlife veterinary experts, managers from protected areas, those havmgvitab and captive
elephants and other wildlife, members of welfare organisations and elephant handlers) were
invited to assess the welfare based on welfare parameters and their significance through an
exclusive workshop conducted on the subj&drma, D08; Varma, et al., 2008; Varma and

(



Prasad, 2008)Experts rated a total of 114 welfare parameters covering major aspects of
captivity:

T

The experts, based on their concept of the importance of a particular parameter to an
elephant, developed rating for each parameter. For example mean expert rating of 8.0
(SE= 0.5, n=29; n= number of responses) fo
was arrived for O0source of waterd6 from the
A mean rating for each parameter, across all the participating experts, has been used as

t he Exper tRyvihichReptesemsgthe (miportance attached to a parameter.

Elephants were visited on the ground; data for each parameter was collected by direct
observations or with the interviews of people associai#id the animal. Ratings were

assigned to each parameter for each elephant and Mean RatRpwists calculated for

a given parameter by averaging across the observed elephants. Thus the Mean Rating (M

R) denotes welfare status of existing conditions on the ground for the particular
parameter.

For example, if an elephant is exposed only to natural flooring, the areceles a M

R of 8 and for entirely unnatural flooring the value is 0; if an animal is exposed to both
natural and unnatural flooring, the value is 4 (as 8+0/2= 8/2= 4). If an elephant is exposed

to a natural water source, such as a river, it receivesua of 9; if the source of water is

large lakes or reservoirs, it gets 4.5. A value of 3.5 is assigned for small water bodies like
tanks and ponds. Tap water (running) gets 2.5 and if only buckets, pots, and tankers are in
use, then the allocated val=Q.5.

In this investigation, variables which represent a common feature of the captive condition
have been grouped to form a parameter. For example, the variables shelter type, shelter
size, floor type in the shelter; all represent different aspectthefphysical space

provided to the elephant. Hence, they are grouped together to form the parameter
ASheltero and each eparaneteri n thie investigateom, theédb | e i s
for a parameter (say, shelter) represents the mean-Ré Bcros all related sub
parameters. MR is also based on similar lines.

E-R and MR for each of the regimes represent the average across related parameters
observed for the regime. For instancecREM-R f or a par ameter HAshel
average of related parameters (termedmatameters) such as type, flooring, siaed

shade availability.

Results have been presented comparii®ydhd MR as a means of comparing the extent

of deviation present in the parameters observed. The difference betwRemdE MR

(expressed as percentage) indicates deviations from theripesl norm.

The same rating logic has been applied to the set of observed features for handlers, viz.,
comparison of mean rating for each of the observed variableR)(Mith those
prescribed by the expert team-fg. Greater deviation implies poorerofgssional
experience or socieconomic status

N* refers to number of parameters observed



Results
Source
This is important in terms of acquisition: whether captive bot
or wild caught orshifted across location€hange of locations
may include altered management regimes and daily routine
will also involve breakage of established bonds, if any, in tiEes
el ephant 6 s pd& which cauld bel aosouce iofc

stress for the animal.

1 Theelephant was shifted from a forest based camp tc
temple environment in a semrban setting (Figure2)

M-R was 1.5 with a deviation of 75% fromHE

Shelter Figure2: Darbaraneshwara
In the wild, available forests with varied vegetation and temple with semurban
topography form the physical spafoe elephants. Their horme environment

ranges vary from 250000knf (Sukumar, 2006), implying resources accessed across such vast
distances. Exposure to hard substrates may lead to foot problems which can prove to be serious if
ignored (Subramaniam et al., 2010 aptvity is represented by absence of space, presence of
unsuitable space and unvarying topography.

1 The temple elephant was provided with P
shed with concrete substrate %
I Elephant stood within the temple prensisef
in the morning and evening; floor was made
of concrete, elephant partially exposed t¢
sunlight (Figure 3) :
1 Area was cleaned when the elephar -
urinated/defecated in the temple

M-R for shelter was 1.6 (SE= 0.8, N*= 5) showing &igure3: Shelter within the temple premis
deviation of 81% from ER. Figure 3a and 3b depict
comparative ratings and percent deviation respectively for shelter parameters.
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Water
Weissenbock (2004) points out the use of water and dust by elephants as an aid in

thermoregulation. In captivity, availability and access to watempereided and controlled by
people, a feature over which the elephant has no control.

1 Elephant givertap- water for consumptionthrough plastic pipe twigeduring 7am to
1pm
1 Bathed twice, once at 4a.m. and again at 4p.m.

M-R for water source was 1.1 shiag a deviation of 88% from-R.
M-R for bath frequency was 7.0 with no deviation frorRE

Opportunity to walk
Walking forms a major activity for wild elephants as they forage across varied landscape.

Captive elephants are limited in their opportunidywalk either due to work schedule or due to

10



husbandry decisions. Limited exercise can lead to obesity and /or foot problems (Olson, et al.,
1994).

1 The elephant was reportedly walked twice (morning and evening) for a distané&rof 4

M-R for opportunityto walk was 9.0 showing no deviation frorRE
M-R for distance covered while walking was 1.0 with a deviation of 88% fréin E

Social interaction

Sukumar (2006) states the group size of female elephants may vary from 5 to 20, with a multi
tiered sociakystem. A social unit is essential for calves to learn what to eat and how to eat it.
Young female elephants learn to care for calves, which not only increase calf survival, it
provides an opportunity for caring for young (Poole and Moss, 2008). Fenmtluetive
behaviour, such as oestrus behaviours and selection of mate, may include a period of learning in
the presence of older, mature females in the herd. Social isolation, in the context of absence of
elephant companions and dependence on humaratame, can be psychologically stressful
(Bradshaw, 2007).

1 The temple elephants was maintained in social isolation

M-R was 0.0 showing complete (100%) deviation froiR.E

Chaining

In captivity, chaining is practiced as a tool to control elephants. grarstice not only restricts
movement (thereby impeding expression of spejipgal behaviours) but could also lead to
abrasion induced injuries of the skin (Kurt and Garai, 2007). Chained elephants showed
increased frequency of stereotypy as opposeénagd elephants (Gruber, et al., 2000).

: L

1 In the temple, the elephant was chained b
its hind leg to a pillar

1 Chain on the fordeg had a sharp pointed

edge, facingthe | ephant 6s | e

T A long chain was dr§

body '

1 No freeranging opportunity was provided

M-R was 0.0 (SE= 0.0, N*= 4) with 100% deviation

from ER. F@a}é4 showing sharp pointed dge of 1
chain facing the

Observed behaviour

Occurrence of stereotypy has been associated with absence of opportunities to express species
specific behaviours (Mason, 2006) . Kurt and (
(forward and backward movements, with trunk swaying, head noddingpungy captive

elephants. They reported the occurrence of such stereotypical behaviours among socially isolated
and fettered young elephants.

11



1 The elephant showed forward and backward movement, along with trunk swaying, when
tied in the temple

M-R was 0.0 sowing 1090% deviation from-R.

Work
When elephants are used for work, their work schedule forms a major factor in determining the

activities or opportunities existing for elephants to express spgqpiesl behaviours. Exposure
to hard surfaces at the place of work can have a deleteffeasresulting in foot/leg problems.

Figure 5: showing blessing(a), collecting money (b)

1 Major activity of the elephant was blessing and collecting money from devotees from
7am to 1pm and frm 5pm to 8pm as per observation (Figure 5a and b)

1 The elephant was made to stand in the temple for a total ®p@hiday
1 Atits place in the temple, i.e., thight corneratthe entrance (north corner) facing south

sunlight fell directly on the back of elephant durbbagh morning and evening hours

1 Water was provided through a pipe during work hours
1 Food providedduring work was solely by the public: biscuits, plantain, banana, coconuts

etc

M-R was 2.3 (SE= 1.6, N*= 7) showing a deviation of 71% frofR.Eigure 6a and 6b depict
comparative ratings and percent deviation respectively for work parameters.

10 1 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.08.0 8.08.0 8.0

Rating
6]

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Wk Du St Sd W Fd Fd-t
OER OMR

Figure 6a: Comparison betweerREaNd MR f or Owor k6 par amet er
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Food

Wild elephants have been observed to feed on a wide variety of plants and plant parts. This
variety is difficult to achieve when the elephant is subjected solely tefestall In addition, pre
cooked food is provided that dotrttave enough roughage and may lead to food contamination.

1 The elephant was not given opportunity to forage
1 Only stalifeed was given
1 Food types werdae, coconut leaves, plantain, banana, biscuits, coconut

M-R for food provisioning type was 0.0 willd0% deviation from R.
M-R for food types (number of items) was 3.0 with a deviation of 67% frén E

Health status and veterinary care
Captive elephants are exposed to a number of factors that may predispose them to disease/injury:
hard substrates, safficient exercise, and exposure to exotic species (people/domestic animals).
Around 15% of captive elephants in southern India were found to bgasitose for

tuberculosis (Abraham, pers.comm).

1 The dephant's foot pads were partially rough on hinc
legs(Figure 7)and smoothein case of forelegspe nail =
cracks overgrown nail were present

done
1 Veterinary doctors (two in number) were available

Figure7: showing water
imprints of hind legs

M-R was7.1 (SE= 1.5, N*= 4) with a deviation of 12% fromRE Figure 8 and 9 depict
comparative ratings and percent deviation respectively for health and veterinary care parameters.
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Overall rating

Rating for welfare status considering all observed parameigether was 2.6 (SE= 0.6, N*=

29) showing a deviation of 68% fromM Figure 10, shows the distribution of percent deviation
(from ER) across all observed parameters. Of 29 parameters, 22 showed deviation of 50% or
more from norms prescribed by expeAsnong these parameters, complete absence of suitable
features (100% deviation) was observed for the following: social interaction, food provisioning
type, floor type and opportunity to ranfee.

All parameters related to chaining and most associaitibdvork (except two parametérsfood

and water) also showed complete deviation frofR.EOf a potential 90 parameters, 29 were
observed, accounting for 32% of the parameters. This is partly due to the complete absence of
certain features: social interamt, freeranging opportunity and food provisioning type. Each of
these parameters include several related parameters which could have been rated had they

existed.
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Figure 10: Distribution of percent deviation froriREfor observed parameters
Observed activity pattern of elephant in the temple
The elephant was observed for a period of 6hrs over two days using scan sampling method at
S5minute intervals. Table 1 gives the frequency of occurrence of each type of activity.

Table 1: Frequency of occurrence of different activities over a 6hr period

Activity Number
Blessing 5
Collecting money 0
Eating 0
Standing 14
Mahoutelephant interaction 2
Moving front and back (standing in one place+ moving) 4
Walking 1

Combined activity (for water consumption): walking + drinking water + standir 1
Combined blessing activity (at least two types with blessing mandatory): Bles: 42
collecting money and/ or eating offered food

Elephantpublic interaction: moving trunk towards public without overt comm 2
from mahout

Urinating + defecating 2
Standing + walking 3
Chaining + (walking/standing) 2
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There are two aspects to be considered:
a. The nonnatural behaviour of blessing

b. Human control of the observed activity

Grouping single activities together (such as only blessing or only walking or only standing), it

can be seen that such activities account for 32% of the total (h= 79). Among single activities (n=
25) , Astandingo account ed 9%).0Among éobtbinEdoactivittesve d b
(n= 54), blessing (with collecting money and/or food) accounted for 78% of the activities. The

ratio of single activity (all single activities considered together) to the combined action of
blessing (blessing with collectinganey or food) was 1: 1.7 (Table 2). Walking (either solely

walking or along with other activities) formed only 9% of the total (n= 79).

Table 2: Ratio of single activities to combined blessing activity

Total single activity: Combined blessiagtivity :: 1:1.7

Standing only: Combined blessing activity :: 1:3

Blessing only : Combined blessing activity :: 1:8.4

Mahoutelephant interaction: Combined blessing activity :: 1:21

Moving front and back (standing in one place+ moving) : Combirbesking activity :: 1:10.5

Walking : Combined blessing activity :: 1:42

The |l imited duration of sampling notwithstanc
and ACombined bl essing activityo dominated,
(n=79). In a timeactivity study on captive elephants Warma, et al (2008),it was found that

there was no instance of Abl essingd among Fo

standing and blessingccounted for 18% and 17% respectively for temples and mutts. In their
study, the action of collecting money andttpng food in mouth was not included with blessing.

Discussion

Captive conditions for the elephant in this temple were characterized by two main fieatures
absence of opportunity for specigsecific behaviours and imposition of human control on all
aspe t s o f t he e | e p-tymcal tbéhavioursi chre be expré&ged evier such
opportunities are provided in an appropriate environment: presence of companion elephants in a
location with sufficient physical space (with varied vegetation), presenceatdrbodies,
absence (or limited) human intervention. A study by Gokula and Varadharajan (1996)
highlighted the poor conditions existing for elephants in temples as such locations appeared to
emphasize human priorities rather than elephant behaviour.

Folowing aspects were not conducive for the elephant in this temple:
1 Absence of a natural physical environment with sufficient space to traverse
1 Absence of elephant companions

" Blessing was defined as: elephant with handler, raises trunk on command from handler, touches head of
stranger; drops trunk to normal position
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1 Unsuitable watesource (through a hogepe) which cannot be accessed by ¢hephant
when needed

1 Exposure to sunlight without any opportunity to reduce this expdsubheough change
of location or splashing of water or wallowing

1 Continuous and long hours of standing immobile in one place

1 Continuous and persistent prodding (by thendler) to perform the same activity
(blessing public and accepting money)

1 The activity pattern observed within tkemple indicated intense human control, as only
two activite® 6 combi ned bl essing actiond and O6star

1 Exposure to unsuitadl food sources (from the public) and absence of foraging
opportunity

1 Exposure to wide variety of peopledangerous to both the elephant and the public (on
Saturdayst was saidhe crowd beameunmanageab)e
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APPENDIX-I
El ectronic and print media r eplkrratkss uarhitohe

Karnataka female calf in exchange for Tirunallar temple elephant
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Minister B.S. Yeddyurappa
is all set to ‘donate’ a baby
elephant to a temple in

Karnataka female calf in exchange for Tirunallar & e wsitispae Rl

A ment order has  Elephant Camp in Shimoga  Donating an elcpham,
bbenglg‘s’:::l last week from  to ample in Y’uducherry schedule T animal under the.
temple elephan‘t the office of forest minister  Forest department sources  Wildlife Act, is a criminal
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The fi Lord S wara ple at Tir llar in Karaikal district has | Heakmar i e ... L+
got a female elephant calf from Karnataka in exchange for its fierce male ‘ Qd@..b o‘))()u.. % :
elephant. The male elaphant ‘Ganesan',gifted as a calf by a Tiruchi-based Sl 3
textiles baron in 2003, starfed behaving abnormally a few months back and
remained restless, temple officials said.

xoposal ‘had been received
m the Karnataka govern-
ment until Friday.

Veterinarians and forest department officials who examined the elephant, suggested

that it be sent back to the forests. They said fhe elephant belongs to the 'Makna' BlackBerry
wariety (in which the male elephant will not have fusks). These elephanis, by nature, BlackBerry £830
were not suifed to reside in human habitations and belong to fhe wild variety and v
suited fo live in forests, they said.

When Kamnatska Forest Minister C H Vijayashankar visited fhe temple recently, the
temple administration broached the idea of getting a female elephant from Kamataka
in exchange for the male elephant.

The Minister asked the officials fo send a request to the forest department following
which 5K Panneerselvam, Executive Officer (temples), Karaikal wrote a letter.

The forest department and fhe Kamataka Government then passed orders to send the
female elephant calf 'Praknuti' fo Tirunallar from the Sakrebayalu elephant camp in
Shimoga district of Kamataka. The male elephant will be sent fo Karmataka, officials
said.

"Prakruti® was brought to Tirunallar last night.
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